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AMENDMENT TO H.R. 2647, AS REPORTED

OFFERED BY MR. TEAGUE OF NEw MEXICO

At the end of subtitle A of title VII (page 244, after

line 8), add the following new section:

1 SEC. 708. MANDATORY CONFIDENTIAL SCREENINGS FOR
2 | SUICIDE AND SUBSTANCE ABUSE PREVEN-
3 TION AND TRAUMATIC ERAIN INJURY.

4 . (a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Defense shall
5 ensure that each member of the Armed Forces on active
6 duty (referred to in this Act as “member”) is séreened
7 Vfor mental health conditions by a ]ieensed mental heal_th
8 professional for the purpose of reducing the prevalence of
9 suicide among such service members, future veterans, and
10 veterans. |
11 (b) REQUIREMENTS FOR SCREENINGS.—
12. (1) ManpATORY.—Each member shall be re-
13 quired to participate in screenings under subsection
14 (a).
15 (2) CONFIDENTIAL—With respeet to the
16 screenings conducted under this section, the See-
17 retary shall ensure complance with Ja]l- apphicable
18 laws and regulations relating to the confidentiality of
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1 the health care information generated through such
2 Sereenings. |
-3 (3) IN PERSON SCREENING REQUIRED.—The li-
4 censed mental health professional conducting ﬂle
5 screening under subsection (a) must be in the phys-
| 6 ical presence of the member at the time the sereen-
7 ing for such member is condueted.
8 ” (4) STANDARDS.—The screenings undef sub-
9 section (&) sliall conform to a set of standards devel-
10 oped by the Secretary of Defense, in consultation
11 with the National Institute for Mental Health, for
12 .the purpose of identifying suieide and substance
13 abuse risk factors. |
14 (¢) TIMING OF SCREENINGS.—With_ respect to a
| 1_5 member, the sereenings under subsection (a) shall be con-
16 ducted— |
17 (1) within 30 days of such ‘member’s induction
18 to active duty serviee;
19 (2) as a component of each required physical
20 exam;
21 (3) one time during the 30 day period ending
22 on the date such member is deployed to in suﬁport
23 of a contingency loperation_ (as defined in section
24 101(13) of title 10, United States Code);
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13 problems, the Secretary of Defense shall not use the re-
14 sﬁl’cs of}l scereening under subsection {a) to—

15 (1) prohibit a member from returning to the
16 United States; | _
17 (2) prohibit a member from being discharged
18 from the Arlned Forces; or

19 (3} to invbluntary discharge a member from the
20 armed forees. |
21 (e) DEFENSE STUDY AND REPORT.—

22 ” (1) Stupy.—The Secretary .of Defense shall

23 conduct a study— |
24 (A} to collect data on— |
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3
(4) one time during the 30 day period ending

on the date that such deployment is scheduled to
end; _

(5) one time during the 90 day period following
the date under paragraph .(4); and

(6) one time during the 90 day period following
the period in paragraph (5).

(d) PROTECTION F'ROM ADVERSE TREATMENT.——For

the purpose of encouraging members to provide complete
information during the sereenings under subsection (a)
and to discourage members from stigmatizing participa-

tion in treatment for depression and other mental health
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1 (1) the number of licenced mental |
72 health providers who are emploved by the

3 Secretary;

4 (11) the num.ber of .members. that each

5 such provider is expected to screen and

6 ' treat;
7 (iii) the expected retirement dates of -
8 such providers; |

9 (iv) the geographie location of such
10 providers; and

11 (v) the ability of members to aceéss
12 sereening and treatment services offered by
13 such providers; and’

14 . | (B) to evaluate whether redistributing such
15 providers geog'raphieally, assigning  different
16 tasks. to. such providers, and hiring additional
17 such providers would assist the Secretary. in
18 providing adequate mental health sereening and
19 treatment to me.mbers. ( iﬁcludin_g the mental
20 health 'Sere_enings réquired by this Act). .

- 21 (2) REPORT.—Not later than one vear after the
22 date of the enactment of -this section, the Secretary
23 of Defense shall submit to the Congréss a report on
24 | the results of the stﬁdy conducted under paragraph

- 25 (1.
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1 (f) DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS.—
2 (1) STUDY.—The Secretary of Veterans Affairs
3 shall econduet a stud —
4 (A) to collect data on—
5 | (i) the number of licenced mental
6 health providers who are employed by the
) 7 " Secretary; .
8 (11} the number of veterans that each
9 provider 18 expected to screen and treat;
10 (ii1) ..the expected retirement dates of
11 such providers;
12  (iv) the geographic location of such
13 providers; and '
14 (v) the ability of veterans to access
15 - sereening and treatment services offered by
16 such providers; |
17 (B} to evaluate whether redistributing such
18 providers geographically, assigning different
19 tasks to such providers, and. hiring additional
20 such providers would assist the Secretary in
21 providing adequate mental health treatment
| 22 and séreening services to Veterans;'and
23 (C) to determine the projected cost of hir- -
24 ing and retaining licensed mental- health pro-
25 viders to be placed in each veteran hospital,
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1 community-based. outpatient clinie, and facility
2 operates under a contract to provide elinical
3 services on behalf of the Department of Vet-.
4 erans Affairs.

5 (2) REPORT.—Not later than one year after the
6 date of the enactment of this seétion, the Seeretary
7 of Veteral_lsAAffairs shall submit to the Congress a
8 report on the results of the study conducted under
9 paragraph (1).

10 (g) MANDATORY TBI SCREENINGS.—

11 (i) IN GENERAL.—The Seeretary of Defense

12 shall require that each member on acti{fe duty is

13 sereened for a tramhatie brain injury by a licensed

14 -professiénal who is qualified to conduet such screen-

15 ing. .

16 . (2) TIMING OF SCREENINGS.—With respect to

17 a service member, thé screenings under paragraph

18 (1) shall be conducted—

19 "(A) as a component of each required phys-

20 | ical exdm; |

21 | (B) one time during the 30 day period be-

22 ginning on the date such member is deployed

23 snch fnember 1s deployed to in support of a con-

24 tingency operation (as defined in section

25 101(13) of title 10, United States Code);
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.(C) one time during the 30 day period end-
ing on the date on which such deployment is
scheduled-to end for such member; and
(D) one time during the 90 day period fol-
lowing the date under lsubparagraph (C).
(h) DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE AND DEPARTMENT
OF VETERANS AFFAIRS INFORMATION SHARING.—Pursu-
ant to and eonsistent with requirements of the Wounded
Warrior Act (title XVI of Public Law 110-181) (including
the requirements of section 1614 of that Act) and section
1720F of title 38, United States Code, the Secretary of

Defense and the Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall estab-

. lish a joint protocol to share existing and future reports

concerning seréenings conducted under this Act to help

‘aid members and veterans who are transitioning from re- .

ceiving health care and -treatment through Department of
Defense to receiving such care and services through the
Departmeﬁt of Veterans Affairs.

|
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