
-?;;l. AN AMENDMENT TO BE OFFERED BY REPRESENTATIVE 
__L_i~,n6"" OF :r~\,noi5 - ,ORH~ 
DESIGNEE, DEBATABLE FOR 1/)MINUTES: 



F:\MII \LIiPPlii\N~~lLS 

~tJ!nVJ,n.NDMENT TO H.R. 2647, AS REPORTED 

OFFERED BY MR. LIPINSKI OF ILLINOIS 

At the end of subtitle F' of title V (pnge 155, after 

line 4), add the following new section: 

1 SEC. 563. SENSE OF CONGRESS REGARDING THE RECOV· 

2 ERY OF THE REMAINS OF MEMBERS OF THE 

3 ARMED FORCES WHO WERE KILLED DURING 

4 WORLD WAR II IN THE BATTLE OF TARAWA 

5 ATOLL. 

6 ((1) F'TXDTX<}8.-Cougr'ess makes the following find­

7 mgs: 

8 (1) On November 20, 1943, units of the United 

9 State's Marine Corps, supported by units of the 

10 United States Army and warships and aircraft. of 

11 the United States ='J 1:lY;V, conducted all amphibious 

12 landing on the Island of Betic, 'I'arawa Atoll, in the 

13 Gilbert Islaud« in the Pacific Ocean. 

14 (2) The United States military forces faced au 

15 entrenched force of 5,000 .Japanes« soldiers. 

16 (3) The 'I'arawa landing was the first American 

17 nuiphibious assault on a fortified beachhead ill 

18 \Vodel vVnr II. 
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1 (4) -Iust 7G hours Inter, the American t1ng was 

2 raised at 'I'arawa. 

3 (5) Mor« than 1,100 Marines and other mcm­

4 bel's of the Armed Force» were killed during the bat­

5 tlc. 

6 (G) Most of the Marines, soldiers, Had sailors 

7 who were killed during the battle were buried III 

8 hastilv dug graves and cemeteries on 'I'arawa. 

9 (7) Between 104:i nml 104G, the remains of 

10 some of the Marines and other members of the 

11 Armed Forces were disiutcnx«] and reinterred in 

12 temporary gnlVl's by the :.Jm)T, 

13 (H) After v\Todd ~Tnr II, the remains of some of 

14 these Marines and other members of the Armed 

15 Ponies were recovered and returned to the United 

16 Stntes for bnrial. 

17 (9) Due to mistakes in rcintcrment, poor 

18 records, ns well ns other causes, the remains of 564 

19 Marines <:1lH1 other ineiubcrs of the Armed Forces 

20 killed in the battle of Turawn arc in unmarked, un­

21 known grewes. 

22 (10) Silll'e 10HO, the Departun-ut of Defense 

23 IlC1s recovered remains fl'OI11 some nnmarkcd gn\\'l'S 

24 that have been found through construction 01' other 

25 ndivity 011 'I'arawa. 
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1 (11) The remains of members of the ..Armed 

2 Forces on Tarawa continue to be threatened by eon­

. 3 struction 01' other I(11H1 disturbing aetivitv. 

4 (12) l{e('ent research has shed new light Oll the 

5 locations of unmarked and lost gl'nyeS of members of 

6 the Arun«] Pon~es 011 'I'arawa. 

7 (1;.1) It is the rcsponsibilitv of the Fodera) G·OY­

8 criuncnt to return to the United States for proper 

9 burinl awl respect aII members of the Armed Pon'es 

10 killed (It 'I'arawa who lie ill unmarked l:1]HI lost 

11 gn1Ves, 

12 (b) SEX~E OF C():'\(:;'lm~~.-lnlight of these Iindings, 

13 Congress­

14 (1) reaffirms its support for the recovery awl 

15 return to the United Stnks of the remains of mom­

16 bel'S of the Armed Forces killed in battle, and for 

17 the efforts bv the Joint PO\V-l\IIA. Accountiug Coin­

18 maud to recover the remains of members of the 

20 (2) rce,ognizes the courage au:1 s(I('l'ifi(,(' of the 

21 incuibcrs of the 1\1'111<.'(1 1,-'Ol'('eS who fought OIl 

24 forts bv persons to identify, lot-ate, aud advocate for 

25 the rccovorv of remains from T(-\I'(\w(I; and 
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1 (4) cucourugcs the Department of Defense to 

2 review this research awl, n8 appropriate, pursue new 

3 efforts to conduct field studies, new research, and 

4 undertake nll feasible efforts to recover, idoutitv, (mel 

5 return remains of meinhcrx of the Armed Forces 

6 from 'I'arawa. 
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